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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 4822 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EGEN, SN 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN ASEAN OFFICIALS MEETING 
IN BANGKOK 

AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER PARKINSON TOLD ME 
DECEMBER 13 THAT AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALS WOULD ATTEND 
ASEAN OFFICIALS MEETING TO BE HELD IN BANGKOK IN 
FEBRUARY. HE SAID STATUS OF AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPANTS 
BEING KEPT DELIBERATELY VAGUE. BUT THAT THEY WOULD BE 
ENDEAVORING TO DISCOVER WHETHER THERE WERE ANY PARTICULAR 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ASEAN PROJECTS TO WHICH GOA MIGHT 
PROVIDE SOME FORM OF ASSISTANCE. HE MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT AUSTRALIAN INVOLVEMENT IN THIS MEETING WAS NOT A 
PRECURSOR TO ANY MORE FORMAL INVOLVEMENT, POLITICAL 
OR OTHERWISE, IN ASEAN BY GOA. 
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